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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 670 Massasoit Road 
Historic Name: Scotter & Phebe Cobb House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1810 
Source: vital records, censuses, historic maps, deeds 
Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garden shed, late 20" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Wing added north end, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 0.75 


Setting: The property is situated north of a five-way 
intersection in the center of North Eastham with a number of 
19'"-century properties later subdivided for dense residential 
development. 
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[x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Scotter & Phebe Cobb House, built ca. 1810, is a distinctive example of a story-and-a-half single dwelling with a traditional 
Cape Cod form and plan. The five-bay front fagade of the house faces south and is oriented perpendicular to the street. It has a 
center entrance and transom flanked by attenuated, paneled pilasters and topped by a thin, projecting cornice; the flanking 
windows have thin cornices, as well. The doorway aligns with a center chimney conforming to the “full” Cape Cod house plan 
with two principal rooms in the front and a central kitchen in the rear, each with a fireplace in the center chimney.The entry and 
stair are in front of the chimney. In the 19" century, plans were typically expanded by a kitchen wing on the rear with its own 
fireplace and chimney and simpler entrance. The history of the house suggests that it functioned as an inn in the mid-19" 
century, and the entrance into the wing was the likely access for travelers. Modest trim elements distinguished the corners and 
along the roof edges; there are shallow overhangs on the front and rear with the eaves tight to the walls on the ends. 
Fenestration on the ends provided windows for each room on the first story as well as two windows centered in the attic with 
smaller ones for chambers under the eaves. Wood window sash appear to be intact and chimneys are in the proper locations 
although they show signs of having been rebuilt. One-story, gabled wings were added to the north end of the wing and the east 
side of the house in the late 20" century. A large garden shed of recent date is the only outbuilding. The house is sited in the 
northwest corner of a 0.75-acre parcel, situated in a yard landscaped with lawn and gardens and bordered by a split-rail fence. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Deeds recording the sale of the land on which 670 Massasoit Road was built have either not been recorded or were destroyed in 
the county registry fire of 1827, but censuses and the house’s documented later ownership suggest that the house was built 
between 1807 and 1810 for Scotter Cobb (1783-1874), who married Phebe Knowles in 1807. The couple is listed with a young 
child in their household in 1810 just after the household of Scotter’s father Elkanah Cobb (1760-1837), who was listed in the 
1798 federal direct tax listings for Eastham with one and one-half dwellings and twenty-eight acres of land. Elkanah Cobb was 
from Harwich, and he and his wife Jerusha Foster had one son, Elkanah Jr., in Harwich in 1781; by 1783, when Scotter was 
born, the couple had moved to Eastham. They are listed in Eastham in federal censuses from 1790 through 1830. The earliest 
deeds of Eastham land to Elkanah Cobb are three, the first dated 1804 and the other two 1807; both of the latter were for 
parcels bordering land he already owned. The earliest deed to Scotter Cobb dates to 1823, when he and eight other trustees of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church and Society of Eastham acquired a lot for the society’s soon-to-be built church. Thus, it appears 
likely that Scotter Cobb built the house on land owned by his father, whether deeded to him or not. 


As many Eastham men did, Scotter Cobb began his working life as a mariner, became a master mariner, and then retired from 
the sea to farm, work in the shore fishery, or both. By the 1830s he was a subscription and sales agent for the Barnstable and 
Hyannis Patriot newspapers, and he was among the three or four proprietors of Horton’s grist mill, which was destroyed by fire in 
late December 1837. The mill was uninsured, and newspapers noted that Cobb sustained a “considerable amount” from this and 
other losses amounting to between ten and twenty thousand dollars that year.’ By the 1840s Cobb and others asked the state 
legislature for a permit to build a fish weir on Cook’s Brook, north of this part of North Eastham. The 1850 census describes 
Scotter Cobb as a farmer with $1213 in real property. He lived with his wife Phebe and three of their nine children, all adults— 
Elijah Edward Knowles Cobb (1830-53), a mariner; Sarah Foster Cobb (1830-53); Harding Knowles Cobb (1826-72) and his wife 
Amanda Burnham Cobb (1833-1919), and a boarding mariner.2 The 1858 map attaches both the name “S. Cobb” and 
“Traveler's Home” to the 670 Massasoit Road house. Travelers Home was apparently an inn and a tavern, and Cobb must have 
built it at least partly to accommodate those visitors to the Methodist camp meeting, across Massasoit Road, who did not shelter 
in their own tents on that ground. 


1 Barnstable Patriot, 20 December 1837, 2; Register, 7 December 1972, 19. The latter account stated that Cobb and others had built the grist 
mill for $1246 only a year earlier and is the source of the statement about Cobb’s losses in that year. 
? Elijah E. K. and Sarah F. Cobb might have been twins, and they died in the same year, Sarah of consumption in March and Elijah after 
having been lost overboard from the schooner Mail off Race Point, Provincetown, in December. 
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The 1860 census lists Scotter Cobb as a farmer with two thousand dollars in real property, and he shared the house only with 
his wife and a teenage male domestic servant. Phebe Knowles Cobb died in 1867, and in 1870 Scotter Cobb occupied 670 
Massasoit Road with only housekeeper Maria Higgins. He died in March 1874. In June the Barnstable Patriot offered Cobb’s 
homestead as a “nice summer residence,” noting that the house had been occupied by Captain Scotter Cobb, was near “the old 
Camp Ground,” and included a house, barn, and outbuildings, “all in good repair.” The parcel also included ten acres of tillage, 
thirteen acres of woodland, and several acres of salt marsh. The advertisement promised to sell the property “at a bargain if 
immediate application is made to L. F. Cobb, Chelsea Ferry, or S. Bangs on the premises.” Lincoln F. Cobb was Scotter Cobb’s 
eldest son; “S. Bangs,” or Seymour Bangs, had married Cobb’s eldest daughter Anna M. Cobb in 1829. 


In October 1874 Scotter Cobb’s children and their spouses sold the house, barn, outbuildings, and fourteen acres of their 
father’s estate to Alonzo Gill of Boston for $900. Whether Gill occupied it is not yet known, but in February 1878 he sold the 
property for $100 less than he spent on it to Alonzo K. Higgins. Both deeds cite the property as the former Scotter (in the deeds 
and sometimes elsewhere “Scotto”) Cobb homestead.* 


Alonzo K. Higgins (1846-1918) was one of the seven children of Josiah K. Higgins (1791-1881), who had four children with his 
first wife, Hannah Snow, and three with his second Ann Knowles Higgins (1804-79), including Alonzo. While his older brother 
Willis and half-brothers Russell Snow, Elbridge, and Snow Young Higgins were mariners, Alonzo was a currier, and, like his 
father, a farmer. In 1870 he was a currier when he married Elizabeth W. Rogers of Orleans. Where the couple lived after their 
marriage has not yet been determined, but by 1880 the Eastham map labels the 670 Massasoit Road house “A. Higgins,” and 
the census that year shows Higgins, his wife, and their children Mary and Samuel in the household with another family, that of 
butcher Isaac Lacount, who rented from Higgins. The 1880 agricultural census credit Higgins with ten tilled acres, three wooded 
acres, and a farm value of $225. 


In 1900 Alonzo Higgins shared the household with his wife Lizzie and their son Samuel, a grocery salesman, and in 1910 only 
Alonzo and his wife were in the 670 Massasoit Road house. In 1912 Higgins began buying land surrounding the west end of 
Campground Road and began subdividing it; his 34-lot development there included Bay Road, but it developed slowly, only two 
cottages having been built on the lots before 1930.° Alonzo K. Higgins died in April 1918, and by 1920 his widow Elizabeth had 
moved to Cambridge to live with her daughter Nettie Wiley Higgins, who had married Wellfleet town clerk Alvin Lewis Wiley in 
1897. In 1923. after the death of Elizabeth Rogers Higgins, son Samuel, then living in Orleans deeded his interest in their 
parents’ homestead to his sister Nettie Wiley.° 


Alvin L. Wiley kept store for Wellfleet’s Mercantile Wharf Company in the 1890s and was an agent for Central Trading Company 
in the same town in the early 1900s; he afterward was in the coal and grocery business on his own account. He and his wife 
Nettie and their children Maurice W. and Sophia A. lived in Wellfleet in 1900 and 1910, in Cambridge in 1920, and by 1933 in 
Somerville. They used 670 Massasoit Road as a seasonal residence until 1940, when the census lists them as Eastham 
residents. In 1952 Nettie Wiley transferred title to the 14-acre homestead property to her son Maurice and his wife Myrtle. Wiley 
was a police chief and selectman in Eastham and owned 670 Massasoit Road until 1965. In that year the Wileys sold 670 
Massasoit Road on a 0.75-acre lot to Kathleen A. Bresnahan, whose parents had acquired 655 Massasoit Road (EAS.79) in 
1937. Bresnahan sold the property to S. Lawrence and Jane V. Z. Dingman of Center Strafford, New Hampshire, in 1997, and 
Jane Dingman sold it in 2018 to Jane E. Whitney of Philadelphia; Whitney was the owner of record in 2020.’ 


3 “Nice Summer Residence for Sale in Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 9 June 1874, 2. 
4 Seymore and Anna Bangs, Abijah and Phebe Mayo, Lincoln F and Mercy Cobb, Mariah Higgins, Abbott F Cobb, all Eastham; and Henry K 
and Mary Ann Cobb, Albany NY, to Alonzo Gill, Boston, 14 October 1874, BCD 120:33; Alonzo Gill, Boston, to Alonzo K. Higgins, 16 February 
1878, BCD 131:445. The second deed states a purchase price of $800, but “Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 26 February 1878, 2, reported, 
“Alonzo Higgins has bought the Scotto Cobb place, near the old camp meeting grove, for $775.” 
5 See Massachusetts Historical Commission Campground Road Area Form, EAS.N, August 2005. 
§ Samuel R. Higgins, Orleans, to Nettie H. Wiley, 10 November 1923, BCD 392:277. See “North Eastham: Death of Alonzo K. Higgins,” 
Hyannis Patriot, 15 April 1918, 4. 
7 Nettie H. Wiley to Maurice W. and Myrtle C. Wiley, 9 August 1952, BCD 824:289; Maurice W. and Myrtle C. Wiley to Kathleen A. Bresnahan, 
16 October 1965, BCD 1315:413; Kathleen A. Bresnahan to S. Lawrence and Jane V. Z. Dingman, Center Strafford NH, 30 October 1997, 
BCD 11035:110; S. Lawrence and Jane V. Z. Dingman, Center Strafford NH, to Jane V. Z. Dingman, 17 August 2001, BCD 14265:97; Jane V. 
Z. Dingman, 670 Massasoit Road, to Jane E. Whitney, Philadelphia PA, 19 October 2018, BCD 31630:19. Wiley subdivided the rest of the 
former Scotter Cobb homestead in 1965; see “Subdivision Plan of Land in North Eastham as Made for Maurice W. Wiley et ux,” August 1968, 
BCD 224:67; the 670 Massasoit Road lot is shown as owned by Bresnahan, but the house is not depicted on the plan. 
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View from NW. 
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[Delete this page if no Criteria Statement is prepared] 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


Check all that apply: 
XX] Individually eligible [_] Eligible only in a historic district 


_] Contributing to a potential historic district _] Potential historic district 


Criterias [KK] A [|] B xc ED 


Criteria Considerations: [] A LE] B [EJ C EJ D [—] E —J F [1] G 


Statement of Significance by Neil Larson 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


The Scotter & Phebe Cobb House, built ca. 1810, appears eligible for the National Register as an exceptionally 
intact example of early 19""-century domestic architecture in the town. It meets Criterion C as a distinctive 
example of a story-and-a-half single dwelling with a traditional Cape Cod form and plan. The five-bay front fagade 
of the house faces south and is oriented perpendicular to the street. It has a center entrance and transom flanked 
by attenuated, paneled pilasters and topped by a thin, projecting cornice; the flanking windows have thin cornices, 
as well. The doorway aligns with a center chimney conforming to the “full” Cape Cod house plan with two principal 
rooms in the front and a central kitchen in the rear, each with a fireplace in the center chimney. The entry and stair 
are in front of the chimney. In the 19" century, plans were typically expanded by a kitchen wing on the rear with its 
own fireplace and chimney and simpler entrance. The history of the house suggests that it functioned as an inn in 
the mid-19" century, and the entrance into the wing was the likely access for travelers. Modest trim elements 
distinguished the corners and along the roof edges; there are shallow overhangs on the front and rear with the 
eaves tight to the walls on the ends. Fenestration on the ends provided windows for each room on the first story 
as well as two windows centered in the attic with smaller ones for chambers under the eaves. Wood window sash 
appear to be intact and chimneys are in the proper locations although they show signs of having been rebuilt. 
One-story, gabled wings were added to the north end of the wing and the east side of the house in the late 20" 
century. 


Under Criterion A, the house is a landmark to the development of North Eastham and represents one of the 
families who lived there. Scotter Cobb (1783-1874) married Phebe Knowles in 1807, and the house was built for 
them by 1810 when Scotter was first enumerated as a head of household in the census.He was the son of 
Elkanah Cobb and Jerusha Foster. As many Eastham men did, Scotter Cobb began his working life as a mariner, 
became a master mariner, and then retired from the sea to farm, work in the shore fishery, or both. By the 1830s 
he was a subscription and sales agent for the Barnstable and Hyannis Patriot newspapers, and he was among 
the three or four proprietors of Horton’s grist mill, which was destroyed by fire in late December 1837. In the 
1840s Cobb and others asked the state legislature for a permit to build a fish weir on Cook’s Brook, north of this 
part of North Eastham. The 1850 census describes Scotter Cobb as a farmer with $1213 in real property. He lived 
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with his wife Phebe and three of their nine children, all adults—Elijah Edward Knowles Cobb (1830-53), a mariner; 
Sarah Foster Cobb (1830-53); Harding Knowles Cobb (1826-72) and his wife Amanda Burnham Cobb (1833- 
1919), and a boarding mariner.? The 1858 map attaches both the name “S. Cobb” and “Traveler's Home” to the 
670 Massasoit Road house. Traveler's Home was apparently an inn and a tavern, and Cobb must have built it at 


least partly to accommodate those visitors to the Methodist camp meeting, across Massasoit Road, who did not 
shelter in their own tents on that ground. 


8 Elijah E. K. and Sarah F. Cobb might have been twins, and they died in the same year, Sarah of consumption in March and Elijah after 
having been lost overboard from the schooner Mail off Race Point, Provincetown, in December. 
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